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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office:(217)581-5981- Home:(217)348-7553 
89-591 October 2, 1989 ~ 
DR. CLOUD RETIRES 
CHARLESTON, IL.--In his 27 years as chairman of Eastern Illinois 
University's pre-engineering studies program and professor of physics, 
Dr. William Cloud has advised hundreds of students who have completed 
their two-year pre-engineering program at Eastern. 
The recently retired professor said, "It has been a pleasure 
working with the pre-engineering students at Eastern. The 
pre-engineering program has traditionally attracted academically 
talented students who are self-motivated and serious about their 
studies." 
-more-
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"It has been gratifying to see them progress toward their goals and 
to know that they are prepared to help solve many of the pressing 
problems in our society. I have derived great satisfaction through the 
years from working with these students in the classroom. I feel 
fortunate to have been able to earn my living while doing a job that I 
have enjoyed so much," Cloud said. 
Cloud came to Eastern as an associate professor of physics in 1962 
and was promoted to chairman of pre-engineering studies in 1966. He 
has more than 40 year's teaching experience in higher education. 
During his tenure as chairman, the pre-engineering enrollment 
increased from 19 students in 1973 to as many as 285 students in 1984. 
More than 600 students have completed Eastern's program, the largest 
pre-engineering program in the state, and transferred to the University 
of Illinois' College of Engineering. Of these students, more than 98 
percent have graduated. 
"I am told by U of I President Stanley Ikenberry that the 
graduation rate of these students is the highest of any institution 
that has transferred a significant number of students to their College 
of Engineering during this time period. I think this says a lot about 
Eastern's program," Cloud said. 
"Eastern is proud to have a very close working relationship with 
such an outstanding Engineering School as the University of Illinois, " 
Cloud said. 
He attributes the success of these students to the individualized 
attention they receive at Eastern. "Class size is kept to a minimum to 
encourage student-professor contacts and to permit ample opportunity 
for questions and class discussion," Cloud said. 
-more-
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In addition to his duties as chairman, Cloud was an academic 
adviser to pre-engineering students and organized the annual regional 
"TEAMS" (Test of Engineering Aptitude, Mathematics and Science) 
competition at Eastern and wrote the physics test for the state and 
national "TEAMS" competition. 
He has regularly hosted speakers who have come to Eastern to talk 
with pre-engineering students about various fields of engineering. He 
has also judged local and state science fairs. 
In 1981, Cloud was a principal reviewer for two physics texts 
published by Addison-Wesley Publishing Co. and is currently 
proofreading another physics textbook for them. 
While at Eastern, he developed and initiated, "Adventures in 
Physics," a contemporary physics course emphasizing the relevance of 
physics in today's world. 
Cloud will return to Eastern in the spring to teach a physics 
course and plans to continue consulting work for the U of I College of 
Engineering. 
He and his wife, Delores, have two sons, Stephen and William; a 
daughter, Ann; and grandson, Zachary. 
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